Looking after your
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Canberra City Farm
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Welcome to
Canberra City Farm
Garden Allotments
As an allotment holder at Canberra City Farm, you are a valued part
of our community - both as someone tending their allotment and
as an active learner and teacher. We all learn from each other on
the Farm, so feel free to reach out to other garden allotment
holders, and anyone else on the Farm or the Committee.
As you will know, from the Working Wonders weekly email and the
Monthly Newsletter, there are many activities on the Farm. You
are welcome to attend these and to help in community activities,
so you can meet other people in our community. You can also put
forward ideas for what you think could improve the Farm for you
and your family and help implement them.

As well as growing your vegetables and fruits, you can learn
seasonally what to do with your produce. And if you have any
surplus at any stage, put it on the community table, the triangle
one near the tool shed. We share our surplus with the Farm
community and then with St John’s Community Kitchen in Canberra
City, which supplies fresh food to people who otherwise do not
have access to it.
As many of you may know, we often have abundant green waste,.
We compost it on site as much as possible, as part of a growing
sustainable system for our soils and to help produce nutrient dense
food. There are many ways you can join in and we welcome you to
all of the activities.
Once it is fully functional, you will also be able to join the Canberra
City Farm private Allotment Holders Facebook page, where we can
provide you with answers to your questions. You can also share
information with other allotment holders.
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Allotment Gardening at Canberra City Farm – the basics
Garden allotments at Canberra City Farm fulfil an important part of our role as a place where people
can learn hands-on about growing organic food. They also provide you with a place to grow your
own organic food for yourself and people who you share food with. We expect people to develop
their allotment using organic methods, but don’t prescribe exactly how things are to be grown. If
you are not sure, talk to the Allotment Manager.
You are part of our collective efforts to ensure food is grown and nurtured in an environmentally
sustainable manner. This involves conserving water and looking after the soil in organic ways.
Websites which can assist you are in the References section below.
Of course, all our allotment holders have neighbours, so we do ask you to farm your allotment in a
manner which is respectful of your neighbours and volunteers who maintain the communal spaces
of the Farm. For example, please ensure that your efforts don’t interfere with the paths and the
areas of other allotment holders. Anything you erect like a support for beans or bring onto your
allotment, for example, for watering should be kept inside the boundaries of your allotment. If you
are going to put up something that will, for example, create shade for a neighbour, please talk to
them first and see if you can work out a solution which meets both your needs.
Good neighbours need good
communication – but the best
thing about neighbours is you can
look to helping each other on big
jobs. If there is any problem, try
and talk to each other early on, or
ask the Allotment Manager to help
you work out a solution together.
Farm tools are available for loan
and return at the end of each
gardening session. If you borrow a
tool please return it before you
leave. Part of being a sustainable
food grower is looking after your tools. If a tool is damaged, there is a place in the Green Tool Shed,
where it can be placed for repair. Sometimes we have a working bee to undertake tool
maintenance, and you can participate and learn about tool repair then.
When the end of a growing season comes, we usually compost the vegetation in communal bins. It
is really important to remove plastic or metal ties, or pieces of pantyhose, that you tied up your
vegetables, before you place the green waste in the compost bins. This foreign material gets caught
around the shredding machinery. We also dispose of invasive weeds in a safe manner, so if you dig
up any couch grass, please put it and any other invasive species in the area marked “For invasive
species and diseased plants”. We are working on the best way to organise compostable material, so
bear with us and watch for the instruction signs.
If you wish to hand back your garden allotment, please talk to the Allotment Manager. We usually
have a waiting list, so someone is likely to be happy to take over your allotment.
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Looking after our soil and our environment
Canberra City Farm sees one of its roles as teaching people about regenerative growing.
The aim of regenerative growing is to leave soil in a better condition after we have used it to
grow food. We also want people to conserve not only the soil but our water resources, and
to manage pests, diseases and weeds in organic ways to get rid of harmful chemicals from
the garden and our food.
One of our constitutional objectives (see Appendix D) is to “nurture healthy soil to grow
healthy food” and our constitutional aim is to help the “Canberra regional community to live
in harmony with a viable and healthy local environment”. As part of “walking our talk”, we
expect our allotment holders, along with Members and other volunteers on the Farm to
practice organic methods, to build soil fertility, and to optimise water usage. These are part
of your shared farm responsibilities, as an allotment holder.
If you have any questions about what organic methods are or if there is something you want
to do but are not sure about, you can use the Allotment Holders private Facebook page or
speak to the Allotment Manager. Alternatively, if you look at the Canberra Organic Growers
(COGS) website, this can provide you with advice https://cogs.asn.au/organic-gardening/.
COGS’s practices are based upon the Australian Certified Organic Standard 2021, copies of
which are available at https://austorganic.com/industry/certification-andstandards/standards/acos/.
Some ready rules of thumb are below.
 While mulch can help suppress weeds and slow evaporation in warm weather, please
don’t use carpet, plastics or synthetics as mulch. These all cause significant problems as
they break down. Non-shiny cardboard with sticky tape removed, non-shiny newsprint,
non-weedy straw and hay, and hessian coffee bags are some possible mulch examples;


Please do not bring in soil from outside the Farm; even your own backyard soil can
contain diseases and pests like nematodes that can quickly spread across your and other
allotments;
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Garden Allotments are generally for annual vegetable and fruit growing; you can plant
perennial bushes and berries, but please do not plant trees or perennial vines - their
root systems can spread into other allotments - and sorry, no livestock is allowed;



If you want to introduce a different plant to your allotment on the Farm, please check
that they are not a “prohibited plant” under ACT legislation; you might be surprised at
what’s there www.legislation.act.gov.au/di/2015-59/current/pdf/2015-59.pdf;



Compost is produced on the Farm for farm use , including on the allotments. High
quality Lantasia compost is available for purchase from our bulk store in the Resource
and Recycling Area – if you bring in compost, please ensure it is weed and pest free;



Micro-sprinklers and drippers are allowed on the Farm, but only use them enough to
maintain plant health – please avoid surface pooling and don’t trench irrigate. Please
turn off your plot’s system after you have finished watering, as any system left on will
come on when the main allotment cock is turned on, leading to water waste. Hand-held
trigger hoses are also allowed. In all cases, optimise your watering to the plants and
weather – the Farm’s water arrangements are described in Appendix A.
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Safety First for you, your neighbours and the wildlife
If you want to install edging around your allotment, please ensure it is not a trip hazard for you or
others, and that it doesn’t have sharp edges. If you want to put in a star-picket, please use a plastic
top. We want everyone to be as safe as they can be in the allotments.
Consider whether you really need to install an edge. The paths between allotments covered with
woodchips help maintain separation of areas, without any rules or risks. If you really think you need
an edge, please ensure it complies with the requirements set out in Appendix B.
If you need to use netting for crop protection, please make sure its wildlife safe. We are in a
beautiful area next to the Jerrabomberra Wetlands and we want our feathered free insect eaters to
be safe as well. See Appendix C for details about netting.

Administrative Stuff
The Farm is leased from the ACT Government for ten years until 2025, with an option for an
additional ten years. We have conditions that we have to meet under out lease. The Farm
community, including our enterprises and garden allotment holders, have to comply with their rules.
Keeping your allotment from year to year while we have the lease also requires you to:


Pay your membership fee to Canberra City Farm, so you are covered by our insurance;



Pay your annual allotment fees when invoiced – this is in advance and is refundable in
compassionate and extenuating circumstances;
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Keep your allotment in good order and seek advice if you are not sure what to do about a
specific problem.

If you are going away for a period of time, please talk to the Allotment Manager. If you want to use
automatic watering, please seek advice.
As mentioned earlier, you need to care for your allotment. If there is a short -term issue, such as
sickness or bereavement, which causes trouble in caring for your allotment, talk to the Allotment
Manager. We will see what we can do to help. Some of your neighbours or other allotment holders
may volunteer to assist you. You cannot sublet your space. Sometimes, we can arrange for
someone to share your space if you need assistance for a period, but we try to do it fairly and the
Allotment Manager knows who is on the waiting list.
If the issue is a long term one and you need to hand back the allotment, there are always others who
are keen to take over, so don’t stress about it. Talk to the Allotment Manager. You cannot transfer
your allotment to a third party. If your allotment becomes uncared for, and you don’t speak to us
about a plan of action, we can resume the allotment and reallocate it to someone on the waiting list.
We will give you formal notice about your obligations to care for your allotment. You would be given
a month’s notice to talk with the Allotment Manager and to carry out necessary care before any
resumption occurred.
If you have personal tools that you want to store at the Farm, please mark them with your name and
place them in the Green Toolshed with the communal tools, so things don’t get misplaced or caught
in the mower.
Because of our proximity to the Wetlands, only guide or companion dogs are allowed on the Farm.
If you have to bring your dog to the Farm in an emergency, it must be on a leash at all times and, if
necessary, please clean up any excrement, bag it, and dispose of it at home.
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Appendix A

Water arrangements in the Canberra City Farm Allotments
The water for all Canberra City Farm use is drawn from Icon Water’s domestic water reticulation
system. We pay full domestic rates for water used, so careful and wise usage benefits us all. We
also have to comply with any Government watering restrictions. Each year, Canberra City Farm
seeks appropriate exemptions as required. The Allotment Manager will inform allotment holders of
any restrictions. This will usually occur before summertime each year.
Allotment holders pay the same prorate price for water, with the amount related to the size of their
allotment. It is built into the annual allotment fee. It is not currently possible to measure the water
used by each allotment so we use a proxy based on the size of the garden plot and estimated water
need. This proxy has been developed and tested by the Canberra Organic Growers Society (COGS)
and found successful.
The calculation of water need is based on evapotranspiration tables and crop factors in the FAO
Irrigation and Drainage paper No. 56 (http://www.fao.org/docrep/X0490E/x0490e00.HTM), crop
factors from an ACT water resources publication, and BOM weather data to work out reasonable
water use to replace water lost from gardens through evaporation and transpiration. On this basis
the estimated water need is set at 54 kL/100 square metres/year, or 21.6 kL per full-size CCF
allotment. In practice this water is overwhelmingly used during the 28–30 week growing season.
Experience in COGS has shown this to be an adequate level of water usage for most seasons. If the
allotment area as a whole exceeds the water use estimation, then additional charges may be applied
prorate, to all the allotment holders to meet the cost of excess water usage. We will of course notify
you of this, but so far our water usage has not exceeded these estimations.
It may help you to know how the price of water is set in the ACT. The costs of operating Canberra’s
water and sewerage network and planning and building new infrastructure are met by water and
sewerage bills. Icon Water does not set or change its water and sewerage prices. These are set by
the Independent Competition and Regulatory Commission. We may index the plot fee in line with
changes (usually increases) in the cost of water as these costs are passed on to us. For further
information see https://www.iconwater.com.au/About/Our-pricing.aspx.
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Appendix B

Canberra City Farm Garden Edging and Materials Policy
The general principle is that structures in or around an allotment should be safe to work with, and
not present tripping or cutting hazards to allotment holders or others. These requirements affect
the kinds of materials which may be used.
Timbers
Acceptable: raw (untreated) timber, ACQ (alkaline copper quaternary) and LOSP (light organic
solvent preservative) treated timbers.
Not Acceptable: CCA (copper chrome arsenic) and creosote. CCA timber presents the hazard of
arsenic leaching into the ground, and it may be hard to dispose of old or unwanted timbers.
Metals for Edging
Materials with sharp or raw edges, such as flat shelving, old corrugated iron, metal cladding, and
sheet metals are not permitted.
Modern corrugated and/or powder-coated metals with turned rounded edges, or those protected
by a metal band or sleeve at the top edge, remove most cutting risk and are permissible.
Other Metals
Short (2m or less) star pickets must be fitted with purpose-designed yellow caps.
Other Materials
Carpeting is not to be used in or around plots. No asbestos is permitted.
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Appendix C

Canberra City Farm Netting Policy
Wildlife-Friendly Netting
Thin nylon (monofilament) netting must NOT be used at the Canberra City Farm, as it is easily pulled
out of shape by an animal climbing or landing on it, causing the animal to become entangled, even if
the material is stretched tightly. Once they are entangled, birds and flying foxes become very
distressed, breaking bones and tearing wing membranes as they struggle to get free. Monofilament
line can cut into the animal causing deep wounds and even stop circulation. Ultimately, these
injuries can lead to shock and death, particularly if the animal is trapped for a long time.
There have been 2021 legislative changes in Victoria which prescribe netting with stretched hole
sizes no larger than 5mm square: https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au/managing-wildlife/wildlife-andfruit-trees. While there is no such law at the moment in the ACT, it is advisable to use netting with
small hole size to minimise risk of harm. Wildlife-friendly netting can be purchased from selected
nurseries and via the internet.
Good netting installation and practice
Proper installation of netting could mean the difference between life and death for our local wildlife.
 Use a durable knitted netting with a small hole size eg 5mm x 5mm stretched size or, as an
inexpensive alternative, 30% blockout shade-cloth.
 When estimating how much netting is needed, allow enough for it to be firmly anchored to the
ground.
 White netting is best as it stands out against the foliage of the fruit trees and produce. This will
make it easier for the bird or flying fox to see it. Black netting and dark coloured netting must
not be used.
 Stretch the netting taut over the frame and peg it securely to the ground. If the netting is loose
or easily loses its shape, it is more likely to act as a trap for wildlife.
 Put velcro or tie one side of the net to the frame to allow access to the garden plot or fruit
 Tent pegs, or any heavy objects, such as bricks, wrapped in the ends of the netting, can be used
to keep the netting tensioned over the frame and stop animals and snakes from getting under
the net.
 Clothes pegs and tie wire can also be used to stop the net slipping and sagging on the frame to
form traps. The more places the netting is held in position, the more even the tension of the
netting will be on the frame.
 The frame may be constructed of timber, metal or lengths of polythene pipe inserted over
pickets driven into the ground, with spacer bars of pipe or wood to stabilise the frame at the
top.
 Ensure the frame is higher than the produce.
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Appendix D

Canberra City Farm Objectives and Values
The Canberra City Farm’s constitution is available in full on its website at
https://ccfarm.org.au/newsite/?page_id=42.
The objective of the Canberra City Farm is to develop a hub where knowledge and
experience of living in harmony with a viable and healthy local environment is creatively
shared through:
• Engaging and linking with the community
• Strengthening existing activities and groups
• Nurturing healthy soil to grow healthy food
• Demonstrating options for sustainable living
• Providing opportunities for learning by doing
• Fostering caring communities
The aim of the Canberra City Farm is for the Canberra regional community to live in
harmony with a viable and healthy local environment.
The values which the Canberra City Farm demonstrates are:
• Integrity
• Diversity
• Respect
• Fairness
• Sharing and Community
• Ecological and societal sustainability
• Intergenerational equity
• Transparency and open communication
• Collaboration and inclusiveness
• Healthy food for all
• Food sovereignty
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